
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 
Good morning to all! 
It is a great pleasure to open the sixth newsletter of Department 
of Conservation Biology, Durgapur Government College. This 
newsletter is mainly published to highlight the academic and 
co-curricular activities carried out by the Department as a team 
or as an individual during the second half of the academic year 
2024-2025. Apart from this, a news corner dedicated to the 
forest bird conservation in India is also a part of this endeavour.  
Through this newsletter, ideas and messages regarding wildlife 
conservation and threats will be dealt with and students of this 
course will learn a new approach to conservation and 
protection.  
I wish all the best to the faculty members, research scholars and 
students. 
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The Newsletter of Conservation Biology displays a 
compilation of information on the wildlife, their habitats and 
their conservation status around the globe in the news corner. 
Some information published here are obtained from free and 
publicly available sources such as the internet, newspapers 
and other publications. The publisher of this newsletter does 
not make any claim on the authenticity of the contents of the 
secondary sources of information. The information does not 
necessarily represent any official views of the publisher. 
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The Ashoka Trust for Research in Ecology and the Environment (ATREE) organized a Regional 
Pangolin Workshop in Darjeeling from November 8th to 9th, 2024. This workshop, titled "Pangolin 
Research in the Himalaya: Regional Workshop-sharing experiences on research methodologies 
and identifying research priorities," was part of a project focused on pangolin conservation in the 
Kanchenjunga landscape and supported by Ocean Park Conservation Foundation, HongKong. 

Pangolins, a group of eight scaly, insectivorous mammals native to the Afrotropical and Asian 
regions, are threatened primarily due to illegal wildlife trade and habitat loss. The workshop aimed 
to address the unique challenges in pangolin research and conservation across the Himalayan 
region by developing region-specific field methodologies, improving local capacity, and enhancing 
coordination between researchers. Mr Debayan Gayen, Research Assistant, WBZA project 
attended this workshop on invitation from the organizers.  

The workshop brought together experts and 
researchers from various organizations, 
including the National Pingtung University of 
Science and Technology (Taiwan), Small 
Mammal Research and Conservation 
Foundation (Nepal), National Trust for Nature 
Conservation (Nepal), Green Hood (Nepal), 
Guwahati University, National Institute of 

Advanced Science (Bangalore), Northeast Regional Institute of Science and Technology, Asian 
Development Bank, Wildlife Conservation Society (India) and Durgapur Government College. 

Participants 
shared their 
experiences, 

drafted a 
methodology 

protocol for 
pangolin 

research in 
the 

Himalayas, identified priority research areas, and 
equipped themselves with the necessary skills for 
effective pangolin research and conservation in the 
region. 

 

This collaborative effort marks a significant step forward in the conservation of pangolins in the 
Himalayan region, ensuring that these unique and endangered species receive the attention and 
protection they deserve. 

PARTICIPATION IN REGIONAL WORKSHOP ON PANGOLIN RESEARCH IN HIMALAYA 
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PARTICIPATIONS IN VARIOUS EVENTS 

 Our students have actively participated in various events from June to December 2024, 
showcasing their commitment to education and environmental awareness. Here is a detailed 

write-up on their involvement: 

Neha Dey, Sneha Nandi, Rima Mondal, Chirasmita Das, Mou 
Karmakar, Puja Chatterjee, Priyanka Ghosh, Supriti Ghosh, and 
Uttam Kumar Gorai took part in the "Unite for Nature Pledge" 
organized by the Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate 
Change, Government of India on 4th June 2024. This event 
highlighted their dedication to environmental conservation and 
their commitment to preserving nature.  

Sneha Nandi, Neha Dey, 
Rima Mondal, Morali Biswas and Sharmila Soren 
participated in a three-day workshop on "R workshop with 
statistical methodology for biological sciences" from 20th 

to 22nd November 2024. This workshop, 
organized by the DBT Star 

College Scheme and hosted by 
the Departments of Botany, Mathematics, and Physics at 
Durgapur Government College, enhanced their skills in 
statistical analysis and data interpretation in the context of 
biological sciences. 

Neha Dey and Rima Mondal undertook an internship under the 
Grey Wolf Conservation Program from 8th to 30th October 2024. 

This internship, organized by the Wildlife and Nature 
Guide Society, allowed them to gain hands-on to the protection 
of grey wolves. 

Debayan Gayen participated as a trainer in an online training 
course on Occupancy Modelling with Presence Software on 
22nd December 2024. This training, organized by Habitat Lens 
Private Limited, equipped them with essential skills in occupancy 

modelling and data analysis. 

Lastly, Sneha Nandi participated in a one-month national level online 
training program on "Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA)" from 
9th November to 18th December 2024. This program, organized by the 
Centre for Environmental Research, Education and Development 
(CERED) of Haripur Friends of Environment, provided her with 

comprehensive knowledge and skills in environmental impact assessment. 
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EDUCATIONAL VISITS TO LABORATORIES AND INDUSTRY 
On 23rd July 2024, Neha Dey, Sneha 
Nandi, and Rima Mondal from the 
Department of Conservation Biology 
participated in an online industry visit 
to the Central Sericultural Unit in 
Sriniketan. This visit, organized by the 
Department of Conservation Biology 
at Durgapur Government College, 
provided them with valuable insights 
into the sericulture industry and its 
conservation efforts.  

Chirasmita Das, Mou Karmakar, Puja 
Chatterjee, Priyanka Ghosh, Supriti Ghosh, Uttam Kumar Gorai, and Abakash Kumar Sah visited 
the research laboratory of the Department of Biotechnology at The University of Burdwan on 21st 
June 2024. This visit, organized by the Department of Biotechnology at The University of Burdwan, 
offered them an opportunity to explore advanced research facilities and learn about cutting-edge 
biotechnological research. 
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DEPARTMENT’S INITIATIVES FROM JUNE TO DECEMBER 2024 
Online Film Screening of Video Documentaries 
#Generation Restoration (5th June 2024) On 
5th June 2024, in celebration of World 
Environment Day, the department organized an 
online film screening of video documentaries 
titled #Generation Restoration. This event 
aimed to raise awareness about the importance 
of environmental restoration and inspire 
students and participants to take action towards 
a sustainable future. 

Wings Unfurled: A Hands-on Birdwatching Guide 
(7th June 2024) On 7th June 2024, we conducted 
"Wings Unfurled: A Hands-on Birdwatching Guide" 
under the Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) 
signed by the Bird Watcher's Society. This event 
provided participants with practical knowledge and 
skills in birdwatching, enhancing their appreciation 
for avian biodiversity. 

Nature Study Camp (11th July 2024)  
The department organized a Nature Study Camp 
on 11th July 2024, under the MoU with Bonding 
with Animals and Nature Foundation (BAN), in 

collaboration 
with the 
Durgapur Forest 
Division. This 
camp offered 
students a unique opportunity to explore and study nature in its 
natural habitat, fostering a deeper connection with the 
environment. 

Nature’s Candid Moments: A Glimpse into the Wild through 
Camera Trap (13th July 2024) On 13th July 2024, we held a 
workshop titled "Nature's Candid Moments: A Glimpse into the 
Wild through Camera Trap," focusing on the use of camera traps 
and CCTV in wildlife monitoring. This workshop, organized 
under the MoU with Wildlife and Nature Guide Society (WINGS), 

Durgapur, equipped participants with essential techniques for wildlife research and conservation. 
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Interactive Session on Snake Identification and 
Snakebite Management (15th to 16th July 
2024) In celebration of World Snake Day, the 
department organized an interactive session on 
snake identification and snake bite 
management from 15th to 16th July 2024. This 
session, conducted under the MoU with 
Bonding with Animals and Nature Foundation 
(BAN) and Wildlife and Ecology (WNE), provided 
valuable insights into herpetology and snakebite safety measures. 

Butterfly Walk (23rd October 2024) The 
Butterfly Walk held on 23rd October 2024, was 
another significant event organized by the 
department. This event allowed participants to 
observe and learn about various butterfly 
species, promoting biodiversity awareness and 
conservation. 

Online Topper’s Interaction 3 (23rd November 
2024) On 23rd November 2024, we conducted 
the Online Topper's Interaction 3, an event 
aimed at facilitating interactions between 
students and top performers. This platform 
enabled students to gain insights from their 
peers' academic achievements and experiences. 

Alumni Lecture 4 (28th November 2024) The 
department also organized Alumni Lecture 4 on 
28th November 2024. This lecture series provided 
current students with the opportunity to learn 
from the experiences and expertise of our 
distinguished alumni, fostering a sense of 
community and continuity. 

MoUs Signed by the Department: 04 
Additionally, during this period, the department 

successfully signed four MoUs, taking the initiative to collaborate with the Bird Watcher's Society, 
Wildlife and Nature Ecology (WNE), Bonding with Animals and Nature (BAN), and Manbhum 
Ananda Ashram Nityananda Trust (MANT). These collaborations have significantly enriched our 
programs and provided valuable  
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ADD ON COURSE ON STATISTICAL AND ECOLOGICAL MODELLING: A NEW INITIATIVE 

 An Online Addon Course in 
Statistical and Ecological 
Modelling initiated by 
Department of Conservation 
Biology, Durgapur Government 
College from 9th July to 17th 
August 2024. This course was 
designed to address the 
curricular gap in the academic 
field by providing students 
with essential knowledge and 
practical skills in time series 
analysis and ecological 
modelling. A total of 15 

students attended and passed the course. 

The primary objective of the course was to enable students to utilize various data analysis tools, 
program-oriented software, 
and online resources for 
predicting future outcomes 
based on past observations. 
The course aimed to bridge the 
gap between theoretical 
knowledge and practical 
applications in fields such as 
ecology, environment, natural 
resource management, 
tourism, business, and hospital 
management.  

The course was open to undergraduate and postgraduate students of the Science stream who 
possessed basic computer knowledge and were proficient in handling online mobile apps.The 
course was delivered fully online using the gnomio (MOODLE) class and Google Meet Platform. 
The curriculum was designed to leverage open-source online software accessible via laptops, 
computers, and mobile phones.  
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After attending the 
course, students 
gained a basic 
understanding of 
statistical concepts 
and their applications 
in biology. They 
acquired knowledge 
of different global 
ecological models 
and learned how to 
use STELLA for 
managing the 
environment and 

wildlife. They developed skills in trend analysis and forecasting in various fields such as science, 
humanities, and commerce through the application of time series and machine learning. Students 
received hands-on experience with R software, which included generating time series graphs, 
polar plots, forecast models using artificial neural networks (ANN) and machine learning (ML), and 
understanding cross-validation and goodness of fit analysis. They also learned about population 
models and their applications in real-world problems, particularly in wildlife conservation of 
threatened species and habitats. Additionally, they became proficient in using software such as 
PAST and R for ecological statistics, biodiversity, and natural resource management. 

The online add-on course 
successfully provided students 
with valuable knowledge and 
practical skills, preparing them to 
meet the demands of modern 
science-based statistical 
approaches. The course was 
well-received, and all 15 students 
who participated passed with 
flying colours. This initiative 
reflects the institution's 
commitment to enhancing the 
academic and professional 
capabilities of its students and 
addressing the gaps in the 
current academic curricula. 
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Subhradeep Chakravarty, a student of our 
department, has made us proud by 
qualifying for the National Eligibility Test 
(NET) in Life Sciences in 2024. He achieved 
an impressive All India Rank of 135, 
reflecting his dedication and academic 
excellence in the field of life sciences.  

Placements in Jobs and Academics 

1. Subhradeep Chakravorty (2022 Pass 

Out): Subhradeep Chakravorty, after 
completing his studies in 2022, has 
joined the prestigious SN Bose National 
Centre for Basic Sciences in Kolkata. He 
began his tenure under the guidance of Dr. Subhasish Halder, Associate Professor, 
Department of Chemical and Biological Sciences, on 30th December 2024. This placement 
marks a significant milestone in his academic career, 
providing him with valuable opportunities for research and 
professional growth. 

2. Priyanka Ghosh (2024 Pass Out): Priyanka Ghosh, who 
graduated in 2024, has secured a teaching position at 
Narayana School in Asansol. Her commitment to education 
and her passion for teaching have led her to this rewarding 
career, where she will inspire and educate future generations.  

3. Anisha Sharma (2023 Pass Out): Anisha Sharma, a 2023 
graduate, has embarked on her teaching career as a Primary 
Teacher at LOKA: Imagine the Impossible in Magadh, Bihar. 
Her dedication to primary education and her innovative 
teaching methods will significantly contribute to the 
development of young minds in her community. 

These achievements reflect the hard work and dedication of our students, as well as the high-
quality education and support provided by our institution. We are proud of their 
accomplishments and wish them continued success in their future endeavours. 

 

 

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENTS 
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News Corner  

 

In a major step for vulture conservation, the Indian 
Government has prohibited the use of Nimesulide, 
a commonly used veterinary painkiller that is 
harmful to birds. The SAVE Partnership, which 
includes BirdLife International, Bombay Natural 
History Society (BNHS – BirdLife in India), Bird 
Conservation Nepal (BirdLife in Nepal), NatureLife 
Cambodia (BirdLife in Cambodia), and the RSPB 
(BirdLife in the UK), has been instrumental in 
achieving this ban. For over 20 years, they have 
been dedicated to conserving vultures in Asia. The 
ban on Nimesulide was based on research 

conducted by the Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) in collaboration with BHNS, the 
Salim Ali Centre of Ornithology, Pretoria University, and the RSPB.   
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2025/01/10/vulture-conservation-in-india-boosted-by-
additional-veterinary-drug-ban/ 

Government of India, with strong 
support from BirdLife 
International, has led the way in 
establishing an Initiative for the 
Central Asian Flyway under the 
UN Convention on Migratory 
Species (CMS COP14). This 
groundbreaking Initiative will 
unite governments, BirdLife 
Partners, and other stakeholders 

to ensure the safe passage of migratory birds across 30 countries, from Siberia to the Maldives. 
Despite being the shortest of the global flyways, the Central Asian Flyway boasts stunning 
landscapes, including the majestic Himalayas, icy Tundras, vast Arabian deserts, and the open 
waters of the Indian Ocean. Regrettably, over 240 species of migratory birds in the Central Asian 
Flyway are experiencing population declines, with 48 species classified as globally Threatened or 
Near Threatened. Many of these migratory birds hold cultural significance for the communities 
that have coexisted with them for centuries, such as the White Stork in Uzbekistan, the Black-
Necked Crane in Bhutan, and the Steppe Eagle in Kazakhstan. 
https://www.birdlife.org/news/2024/02/17/the-government-of-india-leads-a-new-era-for-
bird-conservation-in-central-asia/ 
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 The theme of the next issue (June 2025) of Newsletter of Conservation Biology will be “Conservation of 
Butterflies in India”. Contributions may please be submitted to Dr. Moitreyee Chakrabarty, Assistant 
Professor and Head, PG Department of Conservation Biology at Durgapur Government College, Durgapur 

(hodconb.dgc@gmail.com) by 1 May 2025 
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